
November 2017 

Dear PS 889 Families,  

I find it hard to believe that I am already writing my second principal message! Time is 

flying with great things happening every day at PS 889.  The students and teachers are 

working diligently and have settled nicely into the routine of school.   The children are 

developing their skills, interests and talents as readers, writers and mathematicians and 

most especially as good citizens showing kindness to each other. Our Parent Association 

is planning wonderful events to raise funds for our school and our School Leadership 

Team has been working on setting goals and action plans for a successful school experi-

ence for your children.  Each day in big and small ways, I see evidence of us building an 

intellectually, socially and emotionally healthy learning community and I am truly grate-

ful to be part of such a special place!  

November is the month of gratitude here at our school. If you look in our lobby you will 

see our “Tree of Gratitude” and our “30 Days of Thankful” display. I encourage you to 

share your thoughts of gratitude with your children and please feel free to write it on a 

leaf to add to our tree. On Tuesday, November 21st we will be having our monthly Family 

event, a Thanksgiving Family Style Breakfast in our Gymnatorium. The classes are busy 

preparing with songs and something to help you remember the first Thanksgiving as 

founding members of PS 889.  A letter with details about the event will be backpacked 

home as will a reminder on our website.   We also are running a canned food drive to 

donate to City Harvest.  Your participation is greatly appreciated.  

Thanks so much for your continued support of PS 889. On behalf of the faculty and staff, 

I wish you and your families a joyful Thanksgiving.  

 

Best,  

Kathryn Anderson, 

Principal IA 
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Our first annual pumpkin patch was a great success! The 

students were already aware of Halloween, but many of them were 

still very surprised by all of the pumpkins that they saw awaiting 

them when they arrived at our gymnatorium. The staff and Parent 

Association did a fantastic job with transforming our gymnatorium 

into a pumpkin patch, which had orange and white pumpkins of different sizes, hay, deco-

rations and a photo booth with props. Each child left the pumpkin patch with their very 

own hand picked pumpkin.  

When students arrived back into class with their pumpkin, they discussed what 

they were going to do with their pumpkins and where they were going to put them when 

they got home. Some explained they were going to carve their pumpkin with their families 

and put it on the steps of their home and others said they were going to take the seeds out 

of the pumpkin, cook the seeds and eat them! The students had so many ideas; they could 

not wait to show their pumpkins off.   

During this busy Halloween day, each class also had a Halloween party! The 

party began with completing a craft with students’ guardian(s) who joined in on the Hal-

loween celebration. Students and parents both were able to have conversations and enjoy 

their time together within the P.S. 889 home. As the parties continued, students listened to 

Halloween stories, watched Halloween videos and danced to Halloween themed songs 

from GoNoodle. The fun did not stop there; students were able to dig into healthy treats, 

which were donated by class parents. The students could not believe all the goodies they 

saw. There was popcorn, fruit cups, cheese sticks, juice boxes, and more; the students 

were thrilled. You would think after all of the yummy treats the students ate they would 

have been full, but they were not, they wanted more! Students were ecstatic about our 

celebration; they were energetic and ready to continue our day. They also could not wait 

to go trick-or-treating and be apart of the community Halloween parade after school! 

P.S.889’s faculty could not have asked for a better first year pumpkin patch and 

Halloween celebration, but we could not have done it without all of the families. Thank 

you to all parents who donated to our classroom Halloween parties and thank you to those 

who joined us. The SPOOK- tacular parties would not have been possible without your 

help, we ALL truly enjoyed ourselves! We would also like to thank  the collaboration of 

the staff and P.S. 889’s Parent Association for planning and preparing the BOO-tiful 

pumpkin patch event, it was great and we cannot wait for next year!  

 

PREKINDERTATEN CORNER BY CHRISTINE 

OWEN 

PUMPKIN PATCH BY MICHELLE 

LUBACK 

Within the month of October stu-

dents learned about “My Five 

Senses”. They explored different 

activities focusing on a particular 

sense. Some of the highlights of 

the unit were the celery experi-

ment, exploring the inside of a 

pumpkin, making applesauce, 

meeting fireman Joe, and getting 

some insight into sign language. 

The students now have a better 

understanding how their five 

senses help keep them safe and 

explore the world around them.  

 We are now doing the 

unit “All About Us”. The essen-

tial question of the unit is “Who 

am I and who are the people in 

my life?” Students will learn that 

we are all different, important, 

and unique. They will gain a bet-

ter understanding of feelings and 

why we experience them. We will 

also explore what makes our class 

and our families important and 

unique. This unit is so powerful 

because it teaches the students the 

importance of self-worth, ac-

ceptance, and appreciation.   

NOVEMBER BOOK 

OF THE MONTH  

WE’RE  ALL WONDERS BY 

R.J. PLACIO 

This book is a wonderful way to 

introduce the importance of 

choosing kind.  We’re All Won-

ders taps into every child’s long-

ing to belong, and to be seen for 

who they are. It’s a perfect way 

to talk about empathy, differ-

ences and kindness.  
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INSIDE THE MUSIC ROOM: NOTATION AND 

CONCERT PREPARATION BY DIANA RUSSO 

 
With dancing scarves, rhythm sticks, and concert preparations, the mu-

sic room is busy and alive with music! Pre-Kindergarten and Kinder-

garten are busy preparing for the upcoming Unity Concert on Decem-

ber 19th, as well as continuing their music studies through song, dance, 

movement, and tactile activities. 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten rehearsals are already underway for 

their shared musical number “We All Sing with the Same Voice” from 

Sesame Street, which truly expresses the theme of unity.  The song ex-

presses that not matter who we are, what we look like, or where we 

come from that we all sing with the same voice and are, therefore, the 

same in so many ways. Kindergarten will have another musical number 

that they will perform by themselves.  There will even be a finale num-

ber that the entire school will take part in! 

Meanwhile during regular classroom instruction, students are exploring 

music through thanksgiving/fall themed activities, especially with their 

book of the month This Land is Your Land. Kindergarten will also 

begin to take their first steps in reading music notation, which they will 

be able to show through talking, clapping, and playing on rhythm 

sticks.   

That’s all for now, but there is, of course, much more to come! Hope to 

see you all at our Unity Concert on December 19th! 
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November Music Book of the 

month: 

This Land is Your Land Words & Music by 

Woody Guthrie     Paintings by Kathy   

Jakobsen 

 

Happy November! 

It is an exciting time for our kindergarten lions because we are almost ready 

to start our Sounds in Motion program! Ms. Bean, our speech therapist, has been 

working very hard with our students to get them ready for the initiation of the pro-

gram. We will be implementing the Sounds in Motion program over the next few 

weeks. The program is innovative and integrated within our instructional focus of 

fostering joyful learning experiences.  

The students will learn about whole body listening, where your feet, back, 

hands, and other parts of your body become alert in preparation to learn. Once a 

week, Ms. Bean will join our class for one period to assist the students in using their 

body movements to isolate sounds during listening activities. As the program pro-

gresses, the students will develop active listening habits and improve their phonemic 

awareness. Our kindergarten students are eager to begin Sounds in Motion and we 

hope our parents are just as excited! 

SOUNDS IN MOTION BY CLAIRETZA FELIX 



 WE ARE UNIQUE IN KINDERGARTEN! 

BY GABRIELLE ALI 

Hello Parents! We, in Kindergar-
ten cannot believe it is already 
November! We have been doing 
so much with our Kinders in So-
cial Studies. We finished off our 
school community unit, where 
our students met in the school 
yard and read books with each 
other to show how they are learn-
ing as one community. As we 
move away from a community 
unit, we are moving into a unit 
that describes how each one of us 
is unique in our own way. We all 
look different, come from differ-
ent places and like different 
things but we all unite as students 
and faculty in P.S. 889. Our stu-
dents began this unit talking 
about what makes them unique. 
Our first project, was making self-
portraits using beautiful stuff to 
show how each student was dif-
ferent in their own way. Students 
“wrote” small quotes underneath. 

It was an excellent way to finish 
our Beautiful Stuff unit.  

 

Our new social studies, focuses on 
different cultures and holidays in 
America and in other countries. 
We are excited to get to learn 
more about our P.S. 889 stu-
dents. We would love to have par-
ents come in and teach our kin-
dergarteners something special 
about a particular culture, holiday 
or tradition. If you are interested, 
please speak to your child’s teach-
er. We are trying to create a mas-
ter list to fit in everyone we can!  

 

The Kindergarten Team and clas-
ses K-1, K-2, and K-3 want to 
wish all of you a very Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

DEVELOPING A LOVE FOR READING  

BY DANIELLE NOTO 

 

Last month we invited author Natasha D’Anna to our school to 

read her book, Twindollicious Summer Camp Here We Come.  Prekinder-
garten, Kindergarten and their families enjoyed hearing her story as well 
as a book signing with Ms. D’Anna.  Through activities such as this we 

hope to foster a greater love for reading. Our early emergent readers are 
trying to grasp the basic concepts of book and print and we want to give 

them as much exposure as possible while they develop these skills. In the 
classroom we rightfully concentrate on introducing students to an array 

of celebrated authors that will not only peek their interests, but move 
them forward to become their own authors, creating their own stories. 

While we forge these connection in our classrooms, its important to make 
reading a part of your family time at home. Here are some ways to inte-
grate reading into your daily family activities: Read bedtime stories, visit 

your local library, create a comfy reading space in your home and keep 
fiction and nonfictions options available. Together we can cultivate the 

love for reading in our young learners. 
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“What We Learn With Joy We Never Forget” 

Each year on November 15th, millions of people across the United States 
take part in America Recycles Day.  This day was created to raise aware-
ness about recycling and the purchasing of recycled products.  At PS 
889, with the help of the students and their families, we strive to re-
duce, reuse, and recycle.   

 

Reduce: stop waste before it starts!  We encourage our families and 
students to pack a waste-free lunch by storing their food in reusable or 
recyclable containers, such as a lunch box or Tupperware.   

Reuse: use an item over and over again instead of throwing it away  

At PS 889 we are actively practicing this by reusing scrap paper, card-
board boxes, and newspapers for art projects and activities. 

Recycle: something old can be remade into something new.  Save 2 
liter plastic bottles to use as planters to grow beautiful flowers!   

This month in Readers 
Workshop, we are working on our 
second unit of study from the Lucy 
Calkins Teacher’s College curricu-
lum. This unit is titled Emergent 
Reading: Looking Closely at Familiar 
Texts. The goal of this unit is to fos-
ter an appreciation and understand-
ing of rich storybook language and to 
support students’ emergent literacy 
skills, concepts about print, and early 
reading behaviors. Students have 
been rereading high-interest, engag-
ing stories, noticing how the story 
unfolds, and using literary language 
and expression to think deeply about 
a text, story elements, and charac-
ters. The children have been building 
their reading stamina by reading in-
dependently and with a partner, as 
well as participating in conversations 
about familiar books with reading 
partners.  

 

We are also well into our sec-
ond unit in our Writers Workshop 
curriculum, Looking Closely: Observ-
ing, Labeling, and Listing Like Scien-
tists. In this unit, students are devel-
oping the foundational skills to move 
from emergent to conventional read-
ing and writing. They will be able to 
transfer and apply knowledge of let-
ters and sounds to labeling and list-
ing observations. Students will also 
have the opportunity to study the 
work of mentor authors. Throughout 
this unit, the kindergarteners will 
increase their writing stamina and 
use a combination of drawing, dictat-
ing, and writing to compose informa-
tive/explanatory texts focused on a 
single topic.  

SUSTAINABILITY BY CHRISTY WOLFE & ERICA 

DURAN 

KINDERGARTEN BY MEGHAN PROKESCH 
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P.S. 889 Mission 

Statement  

 

All children at PS 889 will 

grow and learn with the 

help of our parents, 

teachers, and school 

community. Together we 

will work hard using our 

own special gifts and tal-

ents and create a joyful 

environment of lifelong 

learners.  

PARENTS ASSOCIATION  

Continued Progress. Working to 

Meet Your Needs. 

 

Our PA continues to make good progress. See below for updates on our latest 
activities.  

Committees: We formed our first committees! This means that we will be 
springing into action! We established our Communications, Events, Fundrais-
ing & Development, Gardening, and PS 889 Cares committees. The latter will 
focus on projects and activities that nurture and “care for” our school.  

Email the PA at ps889parents@gmail.com if you are interested in joining one 
or more of the committees. And, please stay tuned: the PA and PS 898 are 
planning wonderful things for the school and hope you’ll join in the fun. There 
are many ways to be involved with varying time commitments. Your participa-
tion is greatly needed and wanted. 

Quick Pulse Parent Survey: What are your preferences? What do you most 
care about? We hope to get these answers and more via our Quick Pulse Par-
ent Survey. It will soon be included in your child’s backpack. Please be on the 
lookout. And, please take a few minutes to complete and return the survey; it 
will help us to help you. 

Picture Day: Picture day is scheduled for November 17. Fun fact: Not only is 
picture day a great way to create memories of your child, it’s also a wonderful 
way to support our school. A portion of all sales goes to the PA. 

Stay in Touch: Email us at ps889parents@gmail.com or visit us at 
ps889k.org/parents-association where we’ll have our latest news, as well as 
an electronic version of our Quick Pulse Parent Survey.  

 

P.S. 889 

21 Hinckley Place 

Brooklyn, New York 11218 

Phone: 929-397-9171 

Fax:: 929-397-9176 

E-mail: ps889K@gmail.com 

 

Principal: Kathryn Anderson, IA 

 

Follow us on social media: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook: PS 889K 

Twitter: PS889_K  

Instagram:ps889k 

November 

17—Picture Day 

21—Breakfast of Gratitude 

23—Thanksgiving –No School 

24—No School 

December 

7—Open House 

19—Unity Concert 

25  - Jan 1—Winter Recess 

 

mailto:ps889parents@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/PS889_K

