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Principal’s Greeting  
Dear Parents,  
 
As I write this letter to you from my office, I’m listening to the joyful noise of our 
Kindergarten working together in our lobby on their ongoing study of “What it 
Means to be a Member of a Community”, so appropriate for our  first year to-
gether as the PS 889 school community ! Earlier, I was in our PreK rooms using 
the very creatively designed “binoculars” the children took on their nature 
walks.  With or without binoculars, it is evident that our learning environment is 
off to a great start due to highly motivated  families, teachers and staff all com-
ing together  to provide a high quality educational experience for your children.  
Books and supplies have been flooding our main office almost daily and are be-
ing utilized in effective and interesting ways with their hardworking teachers.  
Units of study have begun and our children are happily settling into their class-
room routines. I’m also so pleased that our Parents Association and School 
Leadership Team have met and have great ideas and energy to support the very 
valuable work we do here. 
 
Please check our website as we are posting events, updates and pictures regu-
larly.  Also, we will be having school tours for prospective parents throughout 
the year so I ask you to keep spreading the word about our beautiful little school 
with all the joyful noise! Many thanks!  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kathryn  Anderson 
Principal, IA 
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The unit “Welcome to Pre-K” is coming to a 

close. Together we learned how to make our classroom a fun and 

safe place. We shared and learned a lot about each other and our-

selves. With hard work and persistence, they are making the right 

choices, following classroom rules and routines, and becoming 

comfortable in their new surroundings. They have accomplished 

so much in such a short time; we could not be any prouder. 

 Beginning on October 10th we will start the unit about my 

five senses. The students will learn what the five senses are, how 

each sense works, how our five senses help keep us safe, and how 

some people interact with the world differently when our senses 

are impaired. This unit focuses a lot on Domain 2: Physical De-

velopment and Health in the Prekindergarten Common Core. It is 

the perfect time to begin the five senses unit because of the tran-

sition from summer to fall, this will assist in exploring with our 

five senses. We cannot wait for the students to begin exploring! 

What We Learn With Joy,  
We Never Forget 

Sustainability  
by Christy Wolfe 

Pre-K Corner  
by  Christine Owen 

PS 889 is a sustainability 

school.  Did you know New York-

ers could save enough energy to 

power 42,675 NYC homes per 

year by recycling bottles and 

jars? 

Recycling is a habit just 

like brushing your teeth or wash-

ing your hands.  All it takes to 

succeed is time and practice.  

Establishing zero waste practices 

at home will help your child de-

velop good habits that will be 

beneficial at school and beyond!   

PS 889’s Green Team will 

work collaboratively on efforts to 

reduce waste and energy use.  

The Team will infuse environ-

mental education into the   

curriculum in order to 

implement school- wide conser-

vation practices.   

2 

Responsive  
Classroom                                           
by Clairetza Felix 
 

Responsive classrooms help our 

students feel empowered and 

supported at P.S. 889. Our stu-

dents are engaged through our 

interactive math activities on a 

promethean board, in which they 

have the opportunity to merge 

technology with their learning. 

Furthermore, as teachers we en-

courage our students to go be-

yond what they know and reflect 

on what they would like to learn. 

In doing so, their interests are 

taken into account so that lessons 

can be tailored around subjects 

that they are passionate about. 

Students bring in books that they 

love, share collages that they 

made, and write about topics 

that are unique to them. In our 

school, we model positive inter-

actions through the language we 

use and the respect that we 

show. Morning meetings take 

place each day to foster our class-

room community. Students get to 

say good morning and there is a 

discussion about the learning that 

will occur for the day. In addition 

to this, having set routines in the 

classroom enables students to 

feel comfortable and secure in 

their environment.  By having all 

of these components set in place, 

we are exhibiting a responsive 

classroom that seeks to give stu-

dents the ability to develop and 

flourish.  



 
Pre-K and Kindergarten Music by Diana Russo 
 Welcome to music! In music class, your child engages in 
song, dance, and music games that enrich their understanding of 
musical concepts. In September your child explored the four dif-
ferent types of voices (talking, singing, whisper, and shout 
voice), as well as how to sing and identify high vs. low sing-
ing.  Your child has also participated in dance activities where 
he/she is learning how to copy movements and working on the 
multi-tasked skill of playing a music game while singing.  In Octo-
ber, your child will continue to explore song and dance through 
fall themed material.  Kindergarten will also start to work on 
keeping a steady beat, as well as the difference between fast 
and slow in music.  In music class, we also have a book of the 
month.  These books are picture books that go with a song so 
that students can improve reading comprehension through mu-
sic!  You can view information for our September and October 
music book below. 
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Beautiful Stuff by Gabrielle Ali 

September’s Music Book of the 

Month is The Crabfish  

By John M. Feierabend    

Illustrated by Vincent Nguyen 

 

October’s Music Book of the 

Month We All Sing with the Same 

Voice By John Parr Miller 

The kindergarten classrooms are in for an exciting Inquiry Unit called Beautiful Stuff. 

Beautiful Stuff is creating art from found materials. The Inquiry Study has three phases. First, 

the students have been asked to start collecting their own "Beautiful Stuff" which could be any-

thing from plastic bottles, caps, feathers, toilet paper rolls, paper towel rolls and tissue boxes. 

The students will then share their beautiful stuff with their classmates. When everyone has 

shared their bags, the students will put all of their" Beautiful Stuff" together and sort according 

to material, shape, size or color. From there, the next phase is to develop questions and ideas 

about what can be made. Students will brainstorm ideas and share with their peers. Last, in Phase 3, stu-

dents will begin creating projects from Beautiful Stuff. We are so excited to begin this study and see what 

are students can come up with. Please keep that "Beautiful Stuff" coming!! 



On The Move 

By Brett Belsky 
 
 

As the school year is under-
way…we are ON THE MOVE 
in Physical Education. Mov-
ing through space is essen-
tial for our students and 
their spatial awareness. 
Learning to be aware of our 
personal space as we move 
freely is not only essential 
now but as our youth devel-
op throughout their lives. 
Movements such as walk-
ing, skipping, jumping, hop-
ping and galloping are a few 
of the important movement 
that we will be exploring in 
the time to come. These 
movements will help them 
not only have fun but make 
them more aware of their 
bodies and lead a path for 
further development in 
their physical education 
classes, sports and of 
course…everyday life.  
 
 

What We Are Learning In Kindergarten  
by Meghan Prokesch 

Readers Workshop 
 We have started our first 
unit of the Teachers College Readers 
Workshop! In this unit, students will 
learn the structures and procedures 
of Readers Workshop. The children 
are beginning to build foundational 
reading skills, such as concepts print, 
phonemic awareness, phonics, and 
awareness of story language to sup-
port their approximations of read-
ing. They are also beginning to read 
from book tubs and learning how to 
share, retell, and talk about books 
they have read independently and 
with a partner.  
 
Writers Workshop 

We have also begun our 
first unit of the Teachers College 
Writer’s Workshop! In this unit, stu-
dents are introduced to the world of 
writing. Routines and procedures for 
Writers Workshop are being rein-
forced and students are quickly iden-
tifying themselves as authors and 
illustrators. The children are exposed 
to both narrative and informational 
writing in this unit. Students are 
learning how to think of a topic, 
sketch out their story, add details, 
and are beginning to sound out 
words to add labels with some inde-
pendence. The children will also plan 
out their writing, elaborate by cre-
ating a multiple-page booklet, and 
then reread their stories.  By the end 
of the unit, the students will be able 
to write a true story across multiple 
pages, telling what happened first, 
next, and last. Children will choose 
their favorite pieces to revise, edit, 
and publish.  
 
Fundations 
 During our Fundations 
block, students are learning letter 
sounds and how to write lower case 
letters. So far, we have introduced 
the letters t, b, f, n, m, i, u, c, and o. 
Children are also learning about 

vowels and consonants. Each week, 
students learn new letters, as well as 
their sounds, and corresponding 
pictures. They practice sky writing 
each letter and use the dry erase 
boards and markers to practice 
forming the letters correctly. They 
are also using magnetic tile boards 
to identify letter sounds.  
 
Math 
 The kindergartners have 
recently completed the first chapter 
of the GO Math! curriculum. In this 
chapter, students learned how to 
show, count, and write numbers 
zero through five. They have been 
representing numbers zero through 
five and showing different ways to 
make five using five frames. In chap-
ter 2, children will learn how to build 
and compare sets to compare num-
bers. Students will be introduced to 
the vocabulary greater than and less 
than.  
 
Social Studies 
 In our Passport to 
Social Studies curriculum, 
the children have been 
learning all about their 
school community, their 
responsibilities as a stu-
dent, and the different 
people in their school 
community. Students had 
the opportunity to take a tour 
around the school, interview differ-
ent staff members, and participate in 
project-based learning activities such 
as creating school community mem-
bers out of boxes and other recycled 
items. Students also looked closely 
at maps, specifically aerial views, 
and will be creating an aerial view of 
the P.S. 889 campus. Students are 
also collecting beautiful items from 
home for our “Beautiful Stuff” unit.  
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Do you know the people within our school 
community? There are so many, our School Safety Agents, Agent Belle and Acevedo, our secre-
tary, Mrs. Browning, Mr. Curtis who is part of the lunch staff, just to name a few. Here at P.S. 889 
the students were given multiple opportunities to learn about our school community workers. 
We learned about the rolls of our school community workers by researching them using non-
fiction texts, the students read the pictures. After researching we worked in small groups in our 
classes in order to organize our thoughts and questions for these workers, which prepared us for 
our School Community Interview Day!  

On this day, we came together as a grade, we set off to meet and ask our school work-
ers our questions. We met with Mrs. Anderson (Principal), Mrs. Browning (Secretary), Agent Belle 
and Acevedo (School Safety Agents), Mr. Andrew (Custodian), Mr. Curtis (School Lunch Staff) and 
Mr. Frangella (M.S. 890 Principal). The students were thrilled to be given the opportunity to not 
only interview these important people but to also tour M.S. 890 with Mr. Frangella.  
 While touring M.S. 890 we stopped into some of the 6th grade classes. The 6th graders 
explained their lessons and the work which they were doing, the younger students were so hap-
py to be there, however, their favorite part of touring M.S. 890 was seeing the 6th graders in the 
Robotics class. The students showed Kindergarten how to move their Robots using their laptops 
and explained how they did it. Kindergarten could not believe what they saw, they were very 
engaged, they had a great time visiting 6th grade. Thank you M.S 890! 
 After the interviews and tour we regrouped in our classes, where we spoke further of 
our school community workers and discussed the ways in which these workers help us learn. The 
students also had a great time making Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Browning, Mr. Curtis and Agent Belle 
and Acevedo out of boxes and other recycled items. Kindergarten worked together on Friday, to 
discuss and plan how to make these workers, they look great! Please stop by our school lobby to 

 Mindset is an idea that was discovered 

by Stanford University psychologist Carol 

Dweck . She believed that people either had one 

of two mindsets: a fixed mindset or a growth 

mindset. People who have fixed mindsets be-

lieve that intelligence and talents are something 

you are born with, while people who have 

growth mindsets can develop both their talents 

and intelligence by hard work and perseverance.  

 

 At P.S. 889, we all believe in growth 

mindset and the power of yet. We all know that 

learning is a journey and that just because we 

may not have grasped a concept that we are 

learning yet, does not mean that we don’t have 

the ability to learn it and we should give up. Your 

“yet” is coming. Students with growth mindset 

know that effort is the key to success and there 

might be some challenges along the way, but 

they will work through them and achieve their 

goals.  

Here are some ways you can integrate a growth 

mindset in your classroom and at home: 

 

Design activities in the classroom and at 

home involve cooperative work rather 

than competitive work. Students 

are more motivated and suc-

cessful when they work togeth-

er.  

Think about setting achievable goals 

for your student or child. Small wins 

that are repeated can lead to a growth 

mindset.  

Learning is a process. Help a child focus 

and value that process. Without em-

phasizing the process children often 

base their success solely on their 

grades, rather than the steps they took 

to get there.  

When a child succeeds, instead of praising 

their intelligence, praise their efforts 

and the strategies they used to reach 

their goals.  

 

 Growth mindset is important to the suc-

cess of our students and children and most im-

portantly can change their perspective about 

learning. What haven’t you achieved “YET”? 
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People In Our School Community                      
by Michelle Luback  

Growth Mindset: The Power of Yet by Danielle Noto 



It’s official! The PS889 Parents Association (PA) 

has been established. All parents of children currently attending PS889 

are automatically members of the PA and are invited to share their 

time, knowledge and resources.  

As our PA is new, we are focused on creating the structure and pro-

cesses needed to effectively run the organization. This includes cre-

ating the PA bylaws, forming committees and filling remaining officer 

positions. As such, the next order of business will be to hold our first 

PA meeting, scheduled for Monday, October 30 at 6:15 pm in the li-

brary of PS889. Additional details will soon be shared. 

Our PA is off to a good start—but with your partnership, it can be 

great. Every parent is welcome. Every parent has something to offer. 

Together, we can build a tight-knit, supportive community—one that 

allows our children to flourish and reach their highest potential 

We look forward to the journey and getting to know you and your 

family. 

Questions or suggestions? Email the PA at PS889Parents@gmail.com 

Parents Association Corner 

P.S. 889 Mission Statement  

All children at PS 889 will 

grow and learn with the 

help of our parents, 

teachers, and school 

community. Together we 

will work hard using our 

own special gifts and tal-

ents and create a joyful 

environment of lifelong 

learners.  

P.S. 889 

21 Hinckley Place 

Brooklyn, New York 11218 

Phone: 929-397-9171 

Fax:: 929-397-9176 

E-mail: ps889K@gmail.com 

 

Principal: Kathryn 

Anderson, IA 
 

Follow us on social media: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook: PS 889K 

Twitter: PS889_K  

Instagram:ps889k 

 

This year, P.S. 889 will be participating in the Box Top 

for Education program. Clipping Box Tops is an easy 

way for you to help support our school.  To help out, 

just look for pink Box Tops on products,  cut them out 

and send them with your child to school.  Ask family 

members and friends for any Box Tops that they may 

have.   

October  

17th - Parent Orientation for ENL students 8:20 am 

17th - School Leadership Team Training  Location: PS/IS 206 2200 

Gravesend Neck Road Brooklyn, NY 11226 at 4:00pm 

18th— District 22 wears pink 

19th  - Open House 9:00 am 

30th—Pumpkin Patch set up 5:00 pm 

30th—6:15 PA meeting  - Location: Library 

31st—Pumpkin Patch  

November 

 

7th—Election Day—Students do not attend school 

16th—Parent Teacher Conferences  

mailto:PS889Parents@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/PS889_K

